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Fonorable John J. Sparkman, Chairman
Committee on Foreign Relations

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I need not impress on you the need to protect sensitive compartmented
intelligence which is so vital to our Nation's intelligence collection efforts.
The Director of Central Intelligence became seriously concerned by the
increasing numbers of persons granted access to compartmented intelligence
and initiated a review within the Txecutive Branch to critically assess the
basis for the granting of such access. The Director has extended this review
to the Legislative Branch and issued Guidelines establishing my office as the
Community focal point to oversee the issuance of compartmented clearances
for the Congress, the General Accounting Office and the Library of Congress.

A member of my office will be in contact with Mr. Norvill J. Jones,
Chief of Staff, to review existing compartmented clearances for staff
members of your Committee and to establish procedures for the issuance
of future clearances. We will represent all Community agencies which
gponsor the issuance of SI, TK and clearances for staff members
on your Committee. I assure you that this program is not intended in s
any way to impair the work of the Congress which requires access to TAT
sensitive intelligence, Our only concern, which I know you share, is that
there be a clearly established need for such access.

1 feel certain that in a spirit of cooperation we can work out suitable
arrangements to effectively 1imit and control the issuance of comparitmented
clearances and thereby enhance the protection of our most vital intelligence
collection assets. Enclosed is a copy of the Director's letter to the President
of the Senate informing him of the program. A similar letter was sent to the

Speaker,
STAT

Sincerely,

/s/

Prederick P. Hitz
] . . )ﬁ/\./ .
Enclosure gL8 5/ /574 é//
Distribution: ’ _
Orig - Addressee w/encl

1 - D/0OS w/o/encl

1 - Executive Secretary-

Security Committee w/o/encl

1 - OLC Chron w/o/encl

1 - OLC Subj w/encl . ' '
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Fonorable Walter Mondale S
President of the Senate .
United States Senate _ —
Washington, D.C. 20510 '

ear Mr. President:

In view of my statutory responsibility to protect intelligence sources
and methods, I became greatly coacerned by the proliferation of highly
sensitive intelligence collected and maintained withia sysf;ems of
corapartmentation. I initiated a review within the E}:ecut}ve. 13;“&11(311 Fo
reassess the justification for existing clearances and to limit 1ssuing
future clearances based on the sirictest application of neced-to-kunow.

This same concern extends to the Legislative Branch. As you know,
staff personnel of our Congressional oversight commit?egs have been gr_ante(%
access to highly sensitive compartmented intelligence 11119r1?wt10n. However,
due to the broadening of interest in foreign intelligence within the Congress,
access has been extended to staffs of other comrittees. It is imperative
thal a review, similar to that nnderway within the Executive Branch, be
undertaken within the Legislative Branch to a3511r'e"that currc_nt e}nd "future

access to highly sensitive intelligence information is clearly justifiable-

Accordingly, I have designated my Legislative Counsel to serve as the
focal point to review all requests for such access for Congresmqnal
staff personnel. Iis office will contact the chairmen z}nd staff.-du-*ectors
of those committees concerned to assess the justification of exisling
clearances and to establish agreed upon guidelines to assess critically
the need-to~know for future clearances. 1 do not intend in any way to
impede or impair the work of any comruittee which requires access 1o
sensitive intelligence. It is my CONCerIl, however, that jthe_ need-to-know
be shown to be clearly warranted. In this regard, expericnce has shown
tnat most congressional requirements for substantive mtelhger}ce can
be satisfied without access to highly sensitive sources and methods
information.

Where there is a clearly justifiable need, Members of Congr'éfss are
given access to sensitive intelligence information. Personal staff F)f .
Viembers, however, have been denied such access and I‘xa}re x_‘cafﬁr:mea
ihis policy. The only exception, which I am initiating at this tine, 1S 1(3
grant selecled key staflf members serving in the offices of the Leadership
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ol the (,(mw CHG access sinee eir pricipals voec cive sensitive )UTT‘”.U)( nee”
on a regular basis and requirve stalf assislance. This will inclade -
(][,.).lgzllclt(_d personal staff mevabers frorm the staffs of your offices, ~
tne President Pro-"fempore of the Senate, and }\f[pin‘ri{y and Liinority
Leaders of both the Senate and the Youse. My Legislative Counzel
will be contacting your offices 1o delermine which ..taft personnel you
bave designated for such access. 1 recently received a letter signed
jointly by Senale Majority Leader Robert Byrad and £ Senaice Minority
L.eader Howard Baker submitting a request for staff access shich will
be honored and handled directly with {hclr‘ offices.

It is roy firm belief that-these procedures will not intexfere with
the proper flow of intelligence to the Congress, but will serve to enhance
the protection of }nghly sengitive intelligence sources and methods by
Limiting access to an absolute neetd- Ad-) now. ¥ would wel\,om your
support to facilitate acceptance of these procedure-a by commitice
chairmen in any way that you deem appropria Lo IR

“Yours sincerely,

wyo Lt
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1onorable Chomas P. O'Neill - )
Speaker of the House , : . .

JHouse of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Speaker:

In view of my statutory responsibiiity to protect intelligence sources
and methods, I became greatly concerned by the prolifecation of highly
sensitive intelligence collected and maintained within systems of
cormpartmentation. I snitiated a review within the Txecutive Bran(:-h to
reassess the justification for existing clearances and to linnit Issuing
future clearances based on the sirictest application of need-to-know-

"fhis same concern extends to the Legislative Branch. As you know,
staff personnel of our Congressional oversight commitices have been granted
access to highly sensitive compartmented intelligence information. . However,
due to the broadening of interest in foreign intelligence within the Congress,
access has been extended to stafls ol otner committces. It is imperalive
that a review, similar to that underway within the Executive Branch, be
undertaken within the Legislative Branch to assure that current a.ngl future
access 1o highly sensitive intelligence information is clearly justifiable.

. Accordingly, I have designated my Legislative Counsel to serve as the
focal point to review all requests for such access for Congresmqnal
staff personnel. His office will contact the chairmen and staff directors
of those committees concerned to assess the justification of existing
clearances and to eslablish agreed vpon guidelines to assess ceritically
ihe need-to-know for future clearances. 1 do not intend in any way to
impede or impair the work of any commmittee which requires access 1o
sensitive intelligence. It is my concern, however, that the need-to~-know
e shown to be clearly warranted. In this regard, experience has shown
that most congressional requirements for substantive intelligence can
e satisfied without access to highly sensilive sources and methods
information. : ' :

Where there is a clearly justifiable need, Tlembers of Congress are
given access to sensitive intelligence information. Personal staff 9f 1
Meoembers, however, have been denied auch access and I have reaffirmec
this policy. The only cxceptiion, which T am initiating at this fime, 19 t(_),
grant selected key staff members scrving in the offices of the Leadership
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on o regular basi ' This will include -
designated personal slaff meiabers from the slails of your oflices, . 7~ |
1he President Pro-fempore of the Senate, and Majority and Linority
T.caders of both the Sznate and the House. My Lc:gis;l:—zii.vc'Couns;el

will be contacting your offices fo delevmine which staff parsonnel you

have designated for such access. 1 recently received a letier signed
jointly by Senate Majority Leader Robert Byrd aud Senate Minorily
T,cader Howard Baker submitling a request Jor staff access which will
e honored and handled directly with their offices.

o and require staff assistance.

It is roy firm belief that these procedures will not juterfore with

the proper flow of intelligence to the Congress, but will serve to enhance
tne protection of highly sensitive intelligence souwrces and methods by
limiting access to an absolute need-to-know. I would welcoras your
support to facilitate acceptance of these procedurcs by corunitice
chairmen in any way that you deern appropriates. - - S

“Yours sincerely,
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.Lﬂf, Shanniall Furaes: o .
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